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DENTAL IMPLANT CENTER OF 
VERO BEACH

ALFONS BUCAJ, DMD, P.A.

To learn more about dental implants and the other services they provide, 
visit Dental Implant Center of Vero Beach online at www.dentalimplantsofverobeach.com.
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Alfons Bucaj, DMD, is a Diplomate of the International Congress of Oral 
Implantologists and the American Board of Oral Implantology. He is also an 
Associate Fellow of the American Academy of Implant Dentistry. Dr. Bucaj 
graduated from Nova Southeastern University College of Dental Medicine in 
Davie, Florida, and has proudly served the local dental community for over 
eight years. He has acquired many years of continuing education, including 
courses in surgical and restorative implant dentistry, minimal sedation, laser, 
cosmetics, TMJ, orthodontics and custom mouthguards. Dr. Bucaj is an advisory 
board member of Indian River State College and lectures frequently on current 

standards and concepts of dental care. He is an active member of the American Academy of General 
Dentistry, the American Dental Association and the Florida Dental Association.

Experience the art and beauty of dentistry
The staff of Dental Implant Center of Vero Beach welcome new patients 
to their office at 1880 37th St., Suite 3, in Vero Beach. Call them for an 
appointment at (772) 567-9550.

Deryl Loar reacted with shock 
when he suddenly found 
himself in the midst of a 
dental emergency last year. 

The bewildering tooth loss that occurred 
certainly took him by surprise, but the 
people he met and the events that trans-
pired afterward during treatment to 
replace it were what truly astonished him.

“I had a situation where I had an 
old crown come out,” recounts Deryl. “I 
was chewing some gum and some hard 
candy at the same time, which is prob-
ably not the right recipe, and dislodged, 
actually, the entire tooth.”

Knowing he would now need some 
substantial dental work, the Indian River 
County sheriff began looking for a skilled 
dentist. He called a few friends, and they 
were quick to recommend Al Bucaj, 
DMD, of the Dental Implant Center of 
Vero Beach. Without hesitation, Deryl 
visited Dr. Bucaj’s office.

“That day, they accepted my appoint-
ment, and I was immediately told in a very 
thoughtful way by Dr. Al exactly what the 
process was going to be,” describes Deryl. 
“He immediately cleaned out the existing 
area and began treating it.”

Deryl noticed right away that Dr. 
Bucaj and the Dental Implant Center 
of Vero Beach were different. Deryl felt 
uncharacteristically comfortable there 
and left feeling well prepared for the 
significant treatment process that lie 
ahead. He was very impressed with the 
entire experience.

“The staff, which everyone knows 
is the first impression, was incredible,” 
he states. “Just the way I was treated, 
the way they handled my insurance and 
the way they assured me that all of that 
would be processed.

“He is so organized and polished 
with explaining to you what he’s going 
to do,” adds Deryl about Dr. Bucaj. “In 
fact, while he’s working on you, he is 
telling you step-by-step what he’s doing. 
That’s very unusual in my experience. 
Usually, there’s a mystery going on in 
your mouth. But this was the most pro-
fessional setting I’ve ever been in.”

For Dr. Bucaj, there was no mys-
tery to Deryl’s dental emergency, either. 
There was more going on in Deryl’s 
mouth than a tooth that broke from 
eating hard candy. An infection had set 
in and was wearing away at the bone 

underneath the tooth. Dr. Bucaj recom-
mended the gold standard in treatment 
for a missing tooth, a dental implant. 
However, Deryl would need to rebuild 
the lost bone before the implant could be 
placed. Dr. Bucaj turned to bone biology.

Engineering biology
“When it comes to a scenario like this,” 
explains Dr. Bucaj, “his previous tooth root 
canal was infected and diagnosed at a late 
stage. The infection was eroding the sup-
porting bone, which led to the tooth loss.

“The question then becomes, What 
will I do about replacing this tooth? The 
current standards of care are to treat the 
infection, rebuild the bone, place an 
implant in that healthy bone and put a 
crown on top. This eliminates the need for 
affecting healthy, adjacent teeth, which 
you would need to do with a bridge, and 
gives back bone biology.

“The best alternative in the industry 
for a single tooth replacement is a single 
tooth implant. It’s the best option for a 
missing tooth.”

A dental implant is a small post, 
usually made of titanium, that serves 
as a replacement for the tooth’s root. 
The implant is secured directly into the 
jawbone and serves as a foundation for 
an artificial tooth, which can be per-
manent or removable.

When the patient’s jawbone has been 
compromised, as in Deryl’s case, a bone 
graft is required to strengthen the bone 
for anchoring the implant.

“We lose a lot of bone as a result of 
a bone infection,” informs Dr. Bucaj. 
“In the case of a bone graft, we clear 
the infection, place bone graft into the 
socket where the root was and allow that 
graft to fuse and become part of your 

body, part of the jawbone. At this point, 
we are growing bone.

“Now, we are dealing with bioengi-
neering,” he continues. “It is no longer 
mechanical engineering, where we just 
place a bridge, as we would a construc-
tion road. We are doing something about 
the bone biology. We are doing something 
predictable and it is successful.”

Once the grafted jawbone is healed, 
the implant is positioned in the newly 
fused, strengthened bone. Over time, the 
bone will grow around the implant in a 
process called osseointegration. This holds 
the implant securely in place. An exten-
sion piece, called an abutment, is attached 
to the implant at the gum line, and a 
crown, designed to match the patient’s 
natural teeth, is affixed to the abutment.

“The single tooth implant will afford 
you both esthetics and function,” observes 
the doctor. “It looks like a tooth and feels 
like a tooth, yet the prognosis long term 
on a single tooth implant is excellent. 
They have a success rate of ninety-eight 
percent, which is considered a lifetime. 
There is no other prosthetic in this busi-
ness that can last you a lifetime.”

In addition to their durabil-
ity, other benefits of dental implants 
include improved appearance, improved 
speech, improved comfort, easier eat-
ing, improved self-esteem, improved oral 
health and convenience.

Smiling lawman
Deryl recently concluded his treatment with 
Dr. Bucaj, and he continues to be amazed by 

the doctor and by his implant results.
“I think it’s fantastic,” offers Deryl. 

“I know I don’t have to worry about that 
tooth any longer. In other words, nothing 
can happen to it.

“The remarkable thing is his chairside 
manner,” he says, speaking again of Dr. 
Bucaj. “He’s a great personality, a great 
conversationalist and has state-of-the-art 
equipment. It’s really incredible.”

What may be the most astounding 
triumph of this experience is Dr. Bucaj’s 
effect on Deryl’s feelings about dentists.

“For somebody who’s not crazy 
about dentistry; I mean I’m used to 
taking bad guys to jail and running a 
five-hundred-man, forty-million-dollar 
operation,” acknowledges Deryl, “[but] 
I’m a bit intimidated by dentists and 
doctors. I would tell you that Dr. Al took 
all of those fears away, absolutely all of 
them. And his staff, his assistants, they’re 
there to make sure you’re all right.”

It was the recommendation of Deryl’s 
friends that sent him to Dental Implant 
Center of Vero Beach and Dr. Bucaj, so 
Deryl has a recommendation of his own 
for anyone in the area seeking a dental 
care provider:

“If they want a well-informed doctor 
and if there’s any anxiety or trepidation 
of going to the dentist, by far, this is the 
most comfortable I’ve ever been,” he 
assures. “I’ve lived in eight or nine dif-
ferent cities in the state of Florida, some 
big, some small, and, obviously, have had 
experience with dentists before, but he is, 
by far, the best.” FHCN–Patti DiPanfilo

Solution of Choice for a Missing Tooth
Nearly 70 percent of adults lose at least one permanent tooth before age 44. Today’s top choice for treatment 
is replacing a single missing tooth with a single dental implant, the dental profession’s gold standard of care.

Indian River County 
Sheriff Deryl Loar thinks 

Dr. Bucaj is “the best.”
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